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DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A

+ + + + +

ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE CONTROL BQARD

+ + + + +

ROLL CALL HEARI NG

+ + + + +

I N THE MATTER OF:

Pul se Ni ghtclub, LLC

t/a Pul se N ghtclub

2142 Queens Chapel Road NE
Li cense #094074

Retail er CN New Application
Case #14- PRO- 00021

MONDAY, MARCH 24, 2014

+ + + + +

The Al coholic Beverage Control
Board nmet in Al coholic Beverage Contr ol
Heari ng Room Reeves Building, 2000 14th
Street, NW, Washington, D.C. Ms. LaVerne

Fl etcher, Agent, presiding.
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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS

11: 04 a. m

M5. FLETCHER  Would the parties
in the matter of Pulse N ghtclub please cone
forward, the parties in the matter of Pul se
Ni ghtclub? This is Case Nunber 14-PRO 00021,
Pul se Ni ghtclub, LLC, trading as Pul se
Ni ght cl ub, 2142 Queens Chapel Road NE. This
I's License Nunber ABRA-094074. This is a
Retail er CN new application.

The protest issues are adverse
i npact on peace, order, and quiet, and
resi dential parking.

My nane is LaVerne Fletcher, and
"' mconducting the Roll Call Hearing as the
Board' s Agent pursuant to D.C. Oficial Code
1601.2. Introductions beginning with the
Appl i cant ?

SPEAKER: Yes, ny nanme is -

M5. FLETCHER  The Appli cant.

SPEAKER:  Sorry.

MR. MPRAS: Emanuel Moras

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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representing Pulse Nightclub, LLC

MR TRUONG. Al do Truong, nmanagi ng
nmenber, Pul se N ghtclub, LLC.

M5. FLETCHER M. Mras, would
you spell your nanme for the court reporter,
pl ease? He has it already?

MR. MPRAS. He has it, yes.

M5. FLETCHER: Then | have it. |
al ready have it, of course. And your nane
again, sir?

MR, TRUONG Al do Truong.

M5. FLETCHER  Coul d you spel
that for ne, please?

MR TRUONG First name A-L-D-O
last name T-R-U-O NG

M5. FLETCHER  Thank you. Present
on behal f of ANC 5C?

M5. ODUNSI: Yes, ny nane is
Yol anda Odunsi, and |'m here representi ng ANC
Chair Karla Butler.

M5. FLETCHER  Thank you.

VMR MPRAS: Excuse ne, Karla

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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Butler is not the ANC Chair, and there needs

to be a nenber of the ANC that's here to
represent.

M5. ODUNSI: She's the
Comm ssi oner.

M5. FLETCHER: Yol anda, would you

spell your | ast nane again?

M5. ODUNSI: OD UNS-I

M5. FLETCHER O D U

M5. ODUNSI: N S-1I.

M5. FLETCHER S as in Sanf

M5. CDUNSI: Yes, S as in Sam
M5. FLETCHER: Ckay, thank you.

Just a second. One second, M. Mras. The
bangi ng, the banging, the banging, yeah, with
the m crophone.

M5. ODUNSI: |'msorry.

M5. FLETCHER  Yeah, that's okay.

(Laught er)

M5. FLETCHER: So, M. Miras, what
were you saying a nonent ago about the ANC?

MR. MPRAS: No, ma'am if M.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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Butler is not present, there nust be a nenber
of the - a designated nenber of the ANC
representing the ANC

MS. FLETCHER: The - for us, it
doesn't matter who the desi gnated
representative is. | was given a note just a
noment ago telling nme that Yol anda Qdunsi
woul d be representing the ANC.

| have a - the witten designation
Is comng later, but Ms. Odunsi, for the
record, are you a nenber of the ANC?

M5. ODUNSI: That ANC?

M5. FLETCHER  Are you a nenber of
the Conmm ssi on?

M5. ODUNSI: No, |'mnot.

M5. FLETCHER:. (Okay, you're a
menber of the community?

M5. ODUNSI: |I'ma resident. [|'m
a resident, yes.

M5. FLETCHER:. (Okay, you're a
resident. And that's the point you're nmaking

M. Mpras?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR. MPRAS: Well, that and there's
no official representation in the letter. At
this tinme, they cannot be given standing.

M5. FLETCHER | have a letter.
Did you get a copy of the resolution? M.
Mpras, | don't know if you received a copy.

MR, MPRAS:. | did not.

M5. FLETCHER: Ckay, there is -
["I'l just tell you what it says. There is a
resolution that we received from ANC 5C
indicating that ANC 5Cis filing a protest.

The first paragraph says,

"Resol ved that Advisory Nei ghborhood

Comm ssion 5C has the authority to exercise
great weight on the decision of governnent
agenci es specifically with regards to zoni ng,
and al cohol, and beverage | aws and
regul ati ons.

And therefore, we shall inform of
t he opposition regarding the current
application for a liquor |icense by Pul se,

which is located within ANC 5C." And then it

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 7

goes on to state the protest issues, which are
based on peace, order, and quiet, and
residential parking. So, M. Mras, you never
received this resolution?

MR. MPRAS: Ma'am what |'m
tal king about is we nust officially designate
in witing sonmeone to be a representati ve.
That was - they designated Karla Butler, who
Is not here. So, if there's nobody here as a
desi gnated representative, they cannot be
gi ven st andi ng.

M5. FLETCHER |'m going to grant
standing to ANC 5C because | was given a note
by the staff that Ms. Butler called and
infornmed the staff to let me know that you're
com ng on their behalf. And so, M. Mrras, |
know you may object to that, but that's what
" mgoing to do.

MR. MPRAS. | do object because
the law specifically states it nust be in
witing, and it's not appropriate.

M5. FLETCHER |'m going to accept

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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it because | knowit's comng. So, |'m going
to accept it, and M. Mras nmay chal |l enge
that. And if the Board - the Board w ||

deci de whether or not to grant standing to ANC
5C. For the purpose of Roll Call, I'm
granting standing to ANC 5C.

VWhat M. Mras is saying is
correct. Letters of designation should be in
witing, but I have a note here fromour staff
person telling ne that Ms. Butler is
designating you as the ANC s representative
because she was not able to get here.

M5. ODUNSI: Thank you.

M5. FLETCHER  So, ['Ill accept
that. According to the note that | have,
she'll be emailing us a letter to that effect
by the end of the day. And M. Moras, |'l
make sure you get a chance to read that.

MR MPRAS. C(Ckay. Respectfully, |
do file nmy objection for the record.

M5. FLETCHER  Ckay, thank you.

And there is a group of 50 individuals. Are

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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any nmenbers fromthat group present?

MR, DAVIS. Yes, Ms. Fletcher.

M5. FLETCHER  And your nane, sir?

MR, DAVIS. M nane is Carlos
Davis, CGA-RL-OS DA-V-I-S. | ' m Presi dent
of Wbodridge South Community Associ ation.

M5. FLETCHER  Thank you. Anybody
else wwth this group? |f so, just stand up
and stand behind the table. State your nane
and spell it for the record.

MS. PENN: Frances Penn, F-R-A-N-
C-E-S | ast nane Penn P-E-N-N

M5. FLETCHER  Thank you.

M5. FRASER: Hi, Evelyn Fraser, E-
V-E-L-Y-N F-R-A-S-E-R

M5. FLETCHER  Thank you.

MS. SATCHELL: Leslie Satchell L-
E-S-L-1-E last nane is S A-T-CH E-L-L.

M5. FLETCHER  Thank you.

M5. AUSTI N- CARLSON: Janay J-A-N
A-Y Austin A-U- S T-1-N hyphen Carlson G A-R-L-

S-O-N

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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M5. FLETCHER: Janay, that's A-U

M5. FLETCHER |i ke Frank?

M5. AUSTIN-CARLSON: A-U-S-T |ike
Austin, Texas.

M5. FLETCHER:  Oh.

MS. AUSTI N- CARLSON:  A-U-S-T-1-N.

M5. FLETCHER: |'msorry. A-U
wait a mnute. Just a second. Excuse ne, A
US-T-1-N?

M5. AUSTI N- CARLSON: Mm hrmm
hyphen CGA-R- L-S- O N.

MS. FLETCHER T-A-R-

M5. AUSTIN-CARLSON: C as in cat.

M5. FLETCHER. Ch, just a second.
CAR

M5. AUSTI N- CARLSON:  Mm hmm L-S-
O N

M5. FLETCHER  Ch, Carl son.

(Laught er)

M5. FLETCHER  Thank you.

M5. FAULKNER  Good nor ni ng.

First name Camlla CA-MI-L-L-A, |ast nane

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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Faul kner, that's F-A-U-L-K-N-E-R

M5. FLETCHER  Thank you.

MR, GUINN:  Good norning, how are
you? First nanme is Mal, MA-L mddle initial
M@inn GUI-NNIast nane.

M5. FLETCHER: Thank you, M.

Qui nn.

M5. FORD: Good norni ng.

M5. FLETCHER  Good nor ni ng.

M5. FORD: My nane is Katherine
wth a KAT-HERI-NE Ford |like the car.

M5. FLETCHER  Ms. Ford, spell
your first nanme again for ne.

M5. FORD: K-A-T-HE R

M5. FLETCHER  Ch, Kat heri ne.

M5. FORD: Yes, |I-NE

(Laught er)

M5. FLETCHER: Thank you. Is that
everyone fromthe group present today? kay,
t hank you. You can be seated now. W' re done
wth the - Ckay, so here's the question, the -

Karla Butler was al so going to be the

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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desi gnated representative for the group of 50.

Ms. Butler is not present today,
so are you all also designating Ms. COdunsi to
represent you today, or is there soneone el se
I n your group today that you would like to
desi gnate as your representative?

GROUP: That's fine.

M5. FLETCHER:. So, you're going to

ask Ms. Qdunsi to be your representative for

t oday?

SPEAKER:  Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: Does that nean that
Ms. Butler will resune -

SPEAKER:  Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: - representation at
a later date?

SPEAKERS: Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: You were going to
say sonething, M. Mras?

MR, MPRAS: No, nma'am

M5. FLETCHER: So, for the purpose

of the Roll Call, Ms. Odunsi is only going to

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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be designated as the representative of the
individuals in this room

MR. MPRAS: Ms. Fletcher, since
you bring it up, again, you know, according to
DCMR, it nust be in witing, and | believe
that the protestants' representative was
designated in the protest form signed by, you
sai d, approximately 50 peopl e?

M5. FLETCHER  That's right.

MR. MPRAS. And there are eight
peopl e present here?

M5. FLETCHER  That's right.

MR, MPRAS: So, it would be
I nappropriate for eight people to speak for 50
who have designated their representative in
witing and presented it to you.

M5. FLETCHER: Thank you. So, and
that is also a valid point. For the purpose
of the Roll Call, I"'mgoing to allow you to
represent the stand-in for Karla Butler.

Again, all this nust be in witing.

W have sone di scretion because a

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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staff person cane in earlier and infornmed ne
that Ms. Butler couldn't be here and wanted to
designate you. |'m accepting that. Had that
not been done, the protest would be di sm ssed,
the ANC 5C protest and the protest filed by
the group of 50.

And what M. Mpras is saying is
that he doesn't believe that standing should
be granted to the ANC or the group of 50 for
the reason that he just stated.

So, he may nake that case to the
Board, and the Board w || decide whether or
not to grant you standing, or they'll decide
whet her or not standi ng should not have been
grant ed today.

MR. MPRAS: And Ms. Fletcher, one
guestion, in the nessage you did receive, did
It specify both or just specify the ANC?

M5. FLETCHER: It - well, Karla
Butler - Karla Butler filed the protest.
Karla Butler is the person that filed the

protest on behalf of ANC 5C

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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MR MPRAS: And as far as the

protestants' representative, did it specify
that Ms. QOdunsi woul d be representing both?

M5. FLETCHER: No, for the group
of - oh, you nean the note that | got fromthe
staff? No. The group that | got - the note
that | got fromthe staff says that Yol anda
Qdunsi is representing ANC, is representing
the ANC, not that she's representing the group
of 50.

MR. MPRAS: Then | would al so
obj ect on those grounds.

M5. FLETCHER  Okay. And so, M.
Mpras is going to petition the ABC Board to
dismss the protest filed by ANC 5C and the
group of 50. The note that | received from
the staff person did not say that Ms. Qdunsi
IS representing the group of 50, only that
she's representing the ANC, so.

MR, DAVIS: For clarification, the
group of 50, that was also put in by -

M5. FLETCHER: And who is

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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speaki ng?

MR DAVIS: |'msorry -

M5. FLETCHER. M. Davis?

MR. DAVIS: Yes, Carlos Davis.
The group of 50 notification, was that also
presented initially by Karla Butler?

M5. FLETCHER  Say that again.

MR. DAVIS: | was aski ng whet her
t hat designation by the group of 50, or the
desi gnati on of the group of 50 was al so put
forward by Karla Butler?

M5. FLETCHER. No, the - for the
group of 50, | have a separate protest letter
froma group of 50. And in that protest
petition, it states that, "W residents of
Wbodri dge Comrunity in the single-nmenber

district," you all, "agree to all ow

Commi ssioner Karla Butler to represent you in
future hearings, including roll call,

medi ati on, status hearing, and protest

hearings." So, your group of 50 designated

Karl a Butl er -

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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MR DAVIS. Right.

M5. FLETCHER - to represent it.

MR DAVIS. Ckay, that's what |
thought. | just wanted clarification for
that, and that is probably the reason Karl a
just sent the one note. W w |l address that.

M5. FLETCHER: Yeah, that - and
that is the reason |'"mgranting standing to
the ANC and the group of 50, for that reason.
M. Moras is correct that all of that is
supposed to be in witing. | don't have
anything in witing.

| just have a note that | received
fromthe staff person, and the note does
i ndicate that Ms. QOdunsi is representing the
ANC, not the group of 50. But, because she
was representing the group of 50 had she been
here, is the reason that |'mgranting standing
for the group of 50.

M5. ODUNSI: Thank you.

MR DAVIS. Thank you.

M5. FLETCHER. And we'l|l see what

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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happens. M. Odunsi, do you have your contact
i nformation on that sheet on the table? W'l
need your daytinme phone - Ckay, you can just
wite it on the back. Yeah, if you'll just
put your daytinme phone nunber and your enai
address. And M. Mras, we'll get you that
letter fromMs. Butler.

MR. MPRAS:. Thank you.

M5. FLETCHER  And so, just for
the record, I'mnot aware of the reason that
Ms. Butler is not here. She didn't -

MR DAVIS. | can speak to that,
Ms. Fl etcher.

MR. MPRAS: This is only a rol
call hearing for designated representatives to
speak.

M5. ODUNSI: Well, | can speak to
that in that case. She's out of town dealing
with funeral arrangenents for her father.

M5. FLETCHER  Ckay, thank you.

M5. ODUNSI: So, she's not back

yet .

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. FLETCHER  Thank you. And |

woul d have all owed you to speak, but it's
okay. It didn't matter.

(Laught er)

M5. FLETCHER It's okay. |It's
not inportant. The inmportant thing is |
wanted to make the point that she didn't say
why she wasn't here, because |'m sure that
woul d conme up as a factor |ater.

kay, so we have two groups of
protestants in this case, ANC 5C and a group
of, a group of 50. Because at |east five
i ndi vidual s were present fromtheir group
today, at the status hearing - we're going to
set a date for a status hearing.

At the status hearing, it's only

necessary that the designated representative

conme. So, | imagine at that point it wll be
Ms. Butler. W'Il set a date for nedi ation.
| assune that'll be Ms. Butler. For the

pur pose of nediation, that's up to you.

For the purpose of the status

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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hearing, Ms. Butler needs to be present unless
there are extenuating circunstances, and she
can nmake a request to designate soneone el se.

The - 1'lIl go ahead and give you
the dates for the status and protest hearings,
and then I'Il give you the date for nediation
after that. The status hearing is set for My
the 1st. That's May the 1st at 9:30 a.m

For the status - the protest
hearing is set for May the 14th at 1:30, My
the 14th at 1:30 for the status - for the
protest hearing. W need to set a date for
medi ation to occur prior to May the 1st. The
first available date for nediation in April is
Thursday, April 10th, Thursday, April 10t h.

MR. MPRAS: That's fine for us,
Ms. Fl etcher.

M5. FLETCHER |Is that good for
you?

MR. MPRAS: Sure. Can we know the
avai l abl e tines, please?

M5. FLETCHER: Yeah, 9:00, 10: 00,

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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11: 00 or 1:00.

MR, MPRAS: 11:00 would work well,
pl ease. Thank you.

M5. FLETCHER. Ms. Qdunsi, | know
you have to pass that along to Ms. Butler.

M5. ODUNSI: Yeah, | do. W're
just -

M5. FLETCHER: That's 11:00
Thursday, April 10th at 11:00. That's for the
medi at i on.

MR GU NN So, what happens at
t hose hearings, the nediation and -

M5. FLETCHER: You'll need to step
forward, state your nanme again, and -

MR, GUI NN  Yes, ny nane Ml
@Quinn. | just wanted to know what happens in
t hose -

M5. FLETCHER: I n the nediation?

MR GU NN - hearings, the status
and the nedi ation.

M5. FLETCHER: Ch, yeah, sure.

The purpose of the nediation is to try and

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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resol ve what ever your concerns are. You filed
the - the comunity filed a protest against
the application for Pulse Nightclub for a |ist
of reasons.

You appear for nediation in an
attenpt to resolve your protest issues, and to
enter into an agreenent to address your
concerns, an agreenent to the nutua
satisfaction of all parties.

So, when you cone together for
nmedi ati on, you can resolve your concerns in a
way that are acceptable to you. Once all the
parties sign it, the Board reviews it. |If the
Board approves it, then the liquor license is
I ssued.

Medi ation is mandatory, but you
don't have to agree to anything in nediation,
but you have to go through nediation in an
attenpt to resolve the protest issues. If we
can't do that during nediation, the purpose of
the status hearing is only to informthe Board

about what happened at nedi ation.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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Medi ation is confidential. The
Board will only want to know if you resol ved
the matter in nediation in way of a settlenent
agreenent, or not.

If you did not, the Board w ||
restate your protest hearing, which is My 14,
and then you'll prepare for the protest
heari ng where you get to put on your
W t nesses, and to denonstrate to the Board the
reason that the Applicant should not be issued
a license for a nightclub

MR, GUINN:  Thank you.

M5. FLETCHER  You're wel cone.
And just so you know as well, if the matter
goes forward for a protest hearing, it'Il - it
could take up to 90 days. The Board then has
90 days fromthe date of the protest hearing
to issue a deci sion.

MR, MPRAS:. It's actually 60 now.

M5. FLETCHER:. Oh, they changed it
to 60? That's right, they did. It's 60 now.

Thank you.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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(Laught er)

M5. FLETCHER  Any ot her questions
about what happens next? GCkay, the nediation
wi |l take place nost likely here in this room
Just check in with the receptionist when you
cone.

Ckay, so, let ne ask you one other
thing Ms. Qdunsi, I'mgoing to check to see if
we have an email address for Karla Butler. Do
you?

MS. ODUNSI: | do.

M5. FLETCHER: Coul d you put that
w th your nane?

MS. ODUNSI:  Sure.

M5. FLETCHER  Under your nane.

MR. MPRAS. Ms. Fletcher, wll you
emai |l nme those docunents, please?

MS. FLETCHER:  Yes.

MR, MPRAS. Thank you.

M5. FLETCHER: Any ot her
guestions? kay, the roll call hearing is

concl uded.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. ODUNSI: Thank you.

M5. FLETCHER  Thank you.

Page 25

(Whereupon, the Roll Call Hearing
was concluded at 11:26 a.m)
Neal R Goss and Co., Inc.

202- 234- 4433
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